


Welcome to LAMusArt’s Annual Report “Creative Paths, Cre-
ative Futures.” I am honored to provide you with a 
summary of our activities in 2011-2012, and to of-

fer you a snapshot of this inspiring organization that daily leads children in their first steps on 
the creative path that will lead to successful creative futures.   Through arts education, we pro-
vide a gateway to success for vulnerable children and youth as an alternative to participa-
tion in at-risk behaviors. We offer opportunities for academic and personal development in a 
nurturing environment where each student is given the individualized attention so often miss-
ing in today’s education.  I am privileged beyond words to be a part of an administrative and in-
structional team who believes so fervently in the value of a safe, creative space for children to 
express their own unique voices and I appreciate your support of our continued endeavors!
       
Isela Sotelo 
Executive Director



The Los Angeles Music and Art School (LAMusArt) was 
founded in 1945 by Ms. Pearle Irene Odell, a visionary arts 
educator who devoted her life to opening doors for the un-
derserved children of East Los Angeles through exposure and 
training in the arts. Over seven decades, LAMusArt has pro-
vided approximately100,000 children and youth with quality 
cross-disciplinary arts education, creating many generations 
of alumni whose life paths have been undeniably impacted 
by LAMusArt’s investment in their creative, social and ac-
ademic success during critical formative years.  In a com-

munity that has one of the highest populations of children 
under ten and over half reach adulthood with no form of 
higher education, LAMusArt plays an increasingly vital role 
in improving high school graduation rates and combating 
juvenile delinquency. Our school is a haven that offers hope 
in the face of these challenges by providing youth with a safe, 
healthy, supportive emotional environment and trained in-
structors who serve as mentors, teaching content relative to 
children’s needs and providing the stability so often absent in 
the lives of inner-city youth.  

LAMusArt is dedicated to the underserved but vibrant com-
munity of greater East Los Angeles, impacting approximately 
605 students each month and providing services to a total 
of 1,000 unduplicated students in 2011-2012. Approximately 
95% of our students reside in the City and County of Los 
Angeles, predominantly East Los Angeles, Boyle Heights, 
Downtown and South Los Angeles neighborhoods, along 
with the adjacent communities of Montebello, Monterey 
Park, Pico Rivera and Whittier. 70% of our student popula-
tion comes from low/moderate income homes comprised of 
54% females and 46% males and reflects the people we serve, 
with 88% Latino, 7% Asian, 3% Caucasian and 2% African-
American (see chart below). 

Approximately two-thirds of our children qualify for free/
reduced lunch in school and 22% come from households re-
ceiving some sort of government assistance, with the average 
household income being $34,000. Our students face these 
and other challenges, including gang-related violence and 
high drop-out rates. We offer children a world beyond what 
the outside community has to offer by providing invaluable 
and life-affirming arts education and activities. 

LAMusArt offers sequential, multidisciplinary, quality indi-
vidual and group arts training during non-school hours to all 
students, regardless of age, ethnicity or artistic aptitude. As 
the only multi-discipline arts school in East Los Angeles, we 
are constantly improving and reinventing our programming 
to seamlessly fuse both instruction and performance oppor-
tunities across all genres we offer.  Students are instructed 
by a staff of teachers who truly invest in the lives and futures 
of their students while bringing their own spark of enthu-
siasm and creativity to the classroom. They are also given 
ample opportunity throughout the year to shine onstage as 
they gain self-confidence, poise and experience during one 
of LAMusArt’s diverse and multi-faceted recitals, concerts or 
programs.

Our tuition is set at affordable levels to facilitate access for 
students of all socioeconomic groups to partake in the in-
valuable arts exposure and exploration that we offer. Fees 
represent a 40% discount in the form of financial assistance 
that is provided to every student who attends LAMusArt.  In 
addition to providing discounted tuition rates to all students, 
LAMusArt provides financial assistance based on need and 
merit to an average of 50 students each month. In fiscal year 
2011-2012 we awarded a total of $22,214.

WHO WE ARE

WHO WE SERVE

WHAT WE DO



In LAMusArt’s music program, 
students have the opportunity to 
grow in musicianship through 

sequential, individualized train-
ing as they are matched with one 
of 20 highly skilled teaching artists 
who are graduates of local and na-
tionally acclaimed universities and 
music conservatories. Instruction 
is offered in piano, guitar, percus-
sion, strings, brass, woodwinds and 
voice and is open to students of all 
experience and skill levels. Weekly 
lessons are designed to build the 
skills, sense of discipline and appre-
ciation for music that studies show 
will benefit students for the rest of 
their lives. Recitals and school-wide 
programs, such as Stars for the Arts 
and Concierto de Primavera, offer 
our young people opportunities to 
share their progress and achieve-
ments with family and friends. 
Students also participate in LAMu-
sArt’s Annual Musicianship Exam 
and have the chance to enter our an-
nual Jack Gard Music Competition 
and Awards Recital for the chance 
to receive music scholarships. The 
winner of the 2011-2012 competi-
tion, Rodolfo Cerda, received a one 
year full music scholarship to con-
tinue his studies here at LAMusArt. 

In order to go beyond private les-
sons, we offer programs that en-
hance and supplement students’ 
musical experiences through en-
semble work. The LAPCA Youth 
Orchestra and the LAMusArt 
Youth Choral Ensemble involve 
over 80 young musicians and vocal-
ists per year, and offer an opportu-
nity for younger students to learn 
from more experienced students, 
while developing the collaboration 
skills and teamwork that LAMu-
sArt strives to foster in all students. 

Our String Outreach Program, 
in its third year with KIPP LA- 
Raices Charter Academy, provides 
49 weeks of tuition free intensive, 
long-term and sequential violin and 
cello instruction for over 23 second 
and third grade students.  Students 
receive loaned instruments to fa-
cilitate participation and at-home 
practice.  Furthermore, they per-
form regularly and at times, ner-
vously in student recitals for their 
family and friends.  In addition, we 
have welcomed eight students who 
have advanced significantly into the 
LAMusArt Junior Orchestra. 

Parents surveyed were amazed 
at the positive impact, as one 
mother states that her daugh-
ter has “learned discipline and 
responsibility through this pro-
gram”. These young people ex-
ceed their own expectations 
to become talented 
musicians, well-
rounded individuals 
and demonstrate the 
initiative and 
discipline that leads
 to future success.

MUSIC PROGRAM



Families come together here at LA-
MusArt. The Aponte family has 
been a fixture at our school for 

over fifteen years while parents Santia-
go and Julia Aponte have supported five 
aspiring musicians through their train-
ing in piano, violin, guitar, trumpet and 
accordion.

Claudia Aponte is currently 19 years 
old, she plays the piano, guitar and ac-
cordion. She studied at LAMusArt for 
over eleven years. Claudia is a student 
at Cal State University of Long Beach 
currently studying her second year of 
Mechanical Engineering.

Eduardo Aponte, currently 18 years 
old plays the piano, guitar, drums, and 

accordion in his spare time. Like his 
sister, he has been studying at LAMu-
sArt for eleven years and counting. 
He is currently a freshmen in Business 
School at Cal State University of Long 
Beach. 

Diego Aponte just celebrated his four-
teenth birthday and is also an avid pi-
ano, guitar, accordion instrumentalist. 
He has been enrolled at the Los Angeles 
Music and Art School for the past eight 
year and looks forward to continuing as 
a student of Dr. Gideon Rubin and his 
high school education at Warren High 
School. 

Nadia Aponte, the youngest of the 
Aponte family is twelve years old and 

has attended lessons at LAMusArt for 
the last six years. She is a seventh grad-
er at Griffiths Middle School and looks 
forward to continue her artistic endeav-
ors in piano, violin, trumpet, accordion 
for many years to come. 

Children Santiago, Claudia, Eduardo, 
Diego and Nadia’s time here at LAMu-
sArt has instilled in them a passion for 
music, discipline as musicians and a 
common experience and understand-
ing as siblings. The Aponte family is an 
integral part of the music program and 
school and a reminder of the power of 
music to unite our LAMusArt family 
with yours. 

MEET THE APONTE FAMILY



VISUAL ART

Both Yami and Erick are active in the East Los Ange-
les arts community as well as dedicated art teachers.

“I try to think of teaching as not just a 
job but a necessary part of being an 

artist. Teaching the fundamentals to fresh 
minds helps me rediscover art all over 
again!”                                         -Yami Duarte

LAMusArt’s visual arts department offers students small group 
classes beginning at age five and continuing through adulthood.  
The class sizes ensure individualized instruction during which 

teachers gage student development and adjust curriculum according 
to each student’s specific progress. Students also grow personally from 
the opportunity to learn from peers and their techniques. All classes 
place emphasis on creative exploration, expression and development. 
Our instructors’ expertise in their field allows them to provide stu-
dents with a challenging and progressive curriculum that ensures that 
all students succeed in their artistic development.  Each year, students 
display their work at Art Night, an event that engages students, par-
ents, staff and a guest speaker in discussions and appreciation of both 
student art and art in the greater community.

Recently, we added a new supplemental program to our visual 
arts program. P.A.I.N.T. (Promoting and Inspiring New Tal-
ent) is dedicated to fostering the development of our next 

generation of visual artists beyond core classroom instruction. With 
P.A.I.N.T., we offering young artists the opportunity to articulate their 
vision and represent themselves as artists through public speaking 
master classes and guided reflection on their inspirations. We reach 
out to the community for support and display opportunities in order 
to demonstrate our confidence in our young artists’ work. We believe 
that by displaying and encouraging the purchase of these aspiring 
artists’ work, we are instilling in them the value of art and the self-
confidence to represent themselves as artists. Nothing can compare 
to the knowledge that their voices are being heard and that their self-
expression through art is meaningful to the larger community.



Visual Art

LAMusArt is fortunate to have highly 
professional and dedicated teachers 
who invest in the confidence and per-

sonal development of over 80 young people 
per year in approximately 212 group lessons. 
Students can begin exploring movement 
at age of two with our Tiny Tots Creative 
Movement class, develop and fine-tune bal-
let skills in our multi-level, comprehensive 
ballet program and explore other forms of 
dance through Hip Hop classes.  Each year, 
private recitals and fully produced shows 
give dancers the invaluable chance to show-
case talent, skills and progress and develop 
self-confidence. Whether onstage or in the 
studio, dance offers a chance for young 
people to develop a healthy body image and 
active lifestyle through movement and dis-
cipline. 

Each spring, classes culminate in Dance Pot-
pourri, a program-wide recital during which 
each class has the opportunity to share their 
work. This year, over 350 family members 
and friends supported their youngsters as 
they celebrated their talent and accomplish-
ments. The program, held at Roosevelt High 
School in April, was both a celebration of the 
year and a learning experience for students, 
as it provides young dancers with training in 
performance etiquette and professionalism.

Seven year old Luz Elena Sanchez works 
with teacher Ms. April on perfecting her 
dancing techniques. Luz Elena has been at 
LAMusArt for 5 years and loves her teacher 
and the experiences she’s had here.

“There are shortcuts 
to happiness and 

dancing is one of them.” 
            -Vicki Baum 

DANCE



LAMusArt features a fast-growing drama depart-
ment with weekly workshops that expose children 
as young as age 7 to the art of acting. Young people 

learn basic dramatic skills such as creating characters, 
reading and memorizing lines and stage direction. Stu-
dents are exposed to advanced skills that challenge their 
development as actors, such as the art of improvisation 

and scene and character analysis. Audition techniques 
and some design elements are part of the course as well 
and prepare students to enter the world of theatre as well-
rounded potential actors and individuals with increased 
self-confidence. Dramatic arts instill empathy in students 
as they explore characters through scene exercises and 
gain both interpersonal and intrapersonal skills.

DRAMA

“I regard the theatre as the greatest of all art 
forms, the most immediate way in which a human 
being can share with another the sense of what it is 
to be a human being.”             

                                                                                – Oscar Wilde 

Camp MusArt students on opposite page clockwise: Alexis Cruz and Alfredo Ruiz in the Wizard of Oz; Jalitza Solorzano as a Jitterbug; 
Eric Madrigal and Lynn Selkin in Mary Poppins; Isabella Rivas as a Poppy in the Wizard of Oz; Danniel Ruiz, Alexis Figueroa and 

Alfredo Ruiz in The Wizard of Oz as Dorothy, Scarecrow and Tinman. 



Our summer intensive, Camp 
MusArt, offers students a safe, 
inspiring and unique immer-

sive experience into the world of mu-
sical theatre through music, art, dance 
and drama. Over 50 children ages 7-14 
explore their creativity over 4 weeks as 
they work together with their instruc-
tors to produce a musical. Many have 
never been onstage before, nor inte-
grated multiple arts disciplines into 
one performance. They are challenged 
to move beyond their comfort zones 
and constantly amaze their instructors 
with their talent, bravery and willing-
ness to learn. This year, students had 
the unique opportunity of performing 
at the East Los Angeles Community 
College Performing Arts Center as they 
presented The Wizard of Oz. Here, stu-
dents developed a fully realized sense of 
the professionalism and self-confidence 
required to put on a show. When not in 
classes or rehearsal, Camp MusArt stu-

dents participate in special activities 
such as field trips and theme days, dur-
ing which they exercise their originality 
and inventiveness creating and wearing 
costumes to camp. The personal growth 
this program facilitates in the students 
is remarkable and notable.  Further-
more their self-confidence and assur-
ance in their skills bloom along with 
artistic skills as each child finds his or 
her passion.

Each year, the Los Angeles County Arts 
Commission generously provides fund-
ing to employ an instructional intern 
who aids the camp instructors in teach-
ing and production. At LAMusArt, we 
have been amazed at the caliber of the 
young arts professionals who have in-
fused our organization with new ideas 
and creativity and have been thrilled 
to provide opportunities for them as 
members of our teaching and adminis-
trative teams.

CAMP MUSART



As a non-profit organization dedicated to provid-
ing arts education for an underserved population, 
we continue to be a pillar of arts education in our 

community and have used the resources available to us cre-
atively and efficiently. The organization’s operating budget 
for fiscal year 2011-2012 (August 1, 2011 through July 31, 
2012) was $754,000. We employed seven administrative 
team members and 28 instructors who teach at reduced 
rates in an effort to provide the underserved students of 
East Los Angeles with access to quality arts instruction.  
LAMusArt received its annual funding from a balanced 
variety of sources (see chart below) which enables us to 
keep our tuition fees at affordable levels to allow students 
from all socioeconomic levels to participate in our activi-
ties.  We are proud that 85 cents of every dollar raised went 
directly to the essential, and enriching programming that 
is at the core of LAMusArt’s mission. 
Fundraising remains a vital part of LAMusArt’s yearly 
financial plan and students and parents work along side 
teachers and staff to ensure the success of the school’s ef-
forts. Annual fundraisers, such as Stars for the Arts Ben-

efit Concert and a new addition to the year, Concierto de 
Primavera, create professional performance opportuni-
ties for students while cultivating donors from the com-
munity. Last year, our Stars for the Arts and Concierto de 
Primavera events helped to raise $93,941in net proceeds.

For the last 15 years, LAMusArt has produced a benefit 
concert that raises many of the much-needed funds for 
scholarship and programming at the school and gives 

our students a chance to shine. This year, Stars for the Arts 
was held at The Eli and Edythe Broad Stage in Santa Mon-
ica and paired LAMusArt’s own Youth Choral Ensemble, 
LAPCA’s Youth Orchestra and select soloists with world re-
nowned cellist Antonio Lysy and concert pianist Bryan Pez-
zone. CBS2’s Co-Anchor Pat Harvey emceed the event and 
the concert delighted donors and families alike, uniting the 
community in support of arts education.

EFFECTIVELY USING OUR RESOURCES

STARS FOR THE ARTS

This year, in order to further provide students with au-
thentic concert experiences, LAMusArt transformed 
the long-time spring recital into Concierto de Prim-

vera. The event was held at the new East Los Angeles Com-
munity College Performing Arts Center in May and featured 
LAMusArt’s Choral Ensemble, the LAPCA Youth Orchestra 
and the students of the KIPP-LA Raices Outreach program. 
Although in its infancy, this spring concert provides another 
venue for donor cultivation and an opportunity for the East 
Los Angeles community to invest in vital arts education for 
their children. 

CONCIERTO DE PRIMAVERA



DONORS

We would like 
to thank the 
individuals 

and organizations below 
for their contributions 
(between August 1, 2011 
to December 31, 2012). 
Your consistent generos-
ity and unerring support 
is the backbone of our 
organization.  

Sponsors ($25000 and above)
BCM Foundation
David and Margaret Barry
Pacific Theatres Foundation
The Rose Hills Foundation
The Walt Disney Company

Patrons ($10000-$24999)
Audre Slater
Colburn Foundation
Cordoba Corporation
Edison International
Los Angeles County Arts 
Commission
Los Angeles Philanthropic 
Committee For The Arts
Louis and Jane Castruccio
The Green Foundation
The Thelma Pearl Howard  
Foundation
The Robert and Mercedes 
Eichholz Foundation
Walter Lantz Foundation
Weingart Foundation

Major Donors ($5000-$9999)
Alfred C. Munger Foundation
Castaneda-Crollet Mortuary, Inc.
Carmella C. Mellado
Edward & Alicia Garcia Clark
Julia and Frank M. Sanchez
Julio and Grace Negrete
William H. Hannon Foundation
Roth Family Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation 

Members ($1000-$4999)
AltaMed Health Services 
Corporation
Anna M. Park
Arroyo Investments Group
 John P. Odell
Arturo Fribourg
Belinda and George Folsey
Bertha Aguirre
Chan Ho Yun
CBS Television Distribution
Corday Family Foundation
Crepes and Grapes Cafe LLC
 Frank and Sandra Hahn
Danny Rothmuller
Dr. Dorothy Fleisher
East Los Angeles College  
Foundation
Efrain G. Fuentes
Frank and Carol Biondi
Fred and Marjorie Mautner
Great Minds In Stem
John Echeveste
Joseph and Dolores Casey

KXLA TV
Ron Ulloa
Laura La Shelle
Lucas, Horsfall, Murphey & 
Pindroh
Marie Zimmerman
Mike and Nancy Odell
Miriam Muscaroles and Grant 
Abramson
Monica C. Lozano 
Nancy Sanchez
Rainbow Music Academy 
Rob Singer
Terry Seidler
Timothy Maloof
Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.
Union Bank Foundation
Vincent and Mary Ann 
McEveety
VPE Public Relations
W. M. Keck Foundation
Werner and Mimi Wolfen
White Memorial Medical 
Center
William & Mary Jo McKenna

Contributors ($500-$999)
CG Kum
C & R Newman Family 
Foundation
Christine Ofiesh
Daniel Ramirez
David and Cheryl Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Flanagan 
Dr. and Mrs. Decio Rangel
Elizabeth Juarez
Elizabeth Ann Owings
First California Bank
John Sergio Fisher 
June and Eric Furman, MD
Kathleen McCarthy
Kayla Kantrowitz
KCET Channel 28
Larry and Gigi Mackel
Marvin and Natalie Shapiro
Misty Widelitz
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wayne
Patricia Odell
Peter and Gretchen Corbell
Raul and Marcia Vargas
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Zapanta
Robert Kerslake
Robert Lombardo
Rosalie Kornblau
Ruth David
Scott Webb
Suzonne Bass
Thomas and Constance 
Ferguson
Trevor and Monica Roper
Willet and Manuel Klausner

Supporters ($200-$499)
Adam and Kathleen Duncan
Bud and Betty Zucker
Belinda and George Folsey
California Community 
Foundation
Charles and Alice Bragg
Christopher Francisco
D and S Ingredient Transfer
Daniel Indart
Elizabeth Rollice
Eric Gullett
Gregory & Leanne Kirk

Harvey & Dolores Marsh
Irv and Gail Peters
Isabel Upegui
Maria Lopez
Meadows & Fries CPA
Nicholas and Patricia Weber
Olivia Campos Bergeron
Paul and Miriam Enright
Thomas and Rachel Gaglio
Robert and Cynthia Mercer
Robert and Marguerite Marsh
Steve Mauldin
Susan Cooper
Thomas & Virginia Thornton
Thurlow/Associates
United Way

Friends (up to $199)
Aaron and Susan Amster
Adriana Ortega
AJ and Caylene Gustin
Alan and Caron Lacy
Alberto Estevez
Alexandra Torres 
Alexis Cruz
Alfredo Lopez
Amber Young Medina
Ana and Sergio Ortiz
Andrea Boyce and Jeff Morris
Ann Chach
Anna Antonian
Anna Odell and Marilyn 
Eldridge
Annette Berman
Ari and Heather Bass
Armida Bolton
Barbara Hall
Benla Bennett
Blanche Jones and Kathleen 
Jones-Simon
Carmen Hoveyda
Carol McGarry
Cathy Medina
Cayleen Nakamura
Christine Kalivas
Consuelo Sanchez
Cynthia Maher
Dalila Morales and Eli Vargas
Dan and Ann Diederich

Daniel Ruiz
Danna Rountree
David H. Simon
Don Tsuchiyama
Donna Gale
Dora Breece
Edison International
Eleanor Fox
Eliezer Gafni
Elizabeth Dowgert
Rev. Eric P. Andrews
Erika Rivas
Estella Cazal
Evelyn Maldonado
Fang Yung Cheng 
Fred and Rosa Kelly
Gary and Dorothy Hazel
Gayle Kirschbaum
Gemma Figuracion
Grace Malabanan
Gregory and Andrea Smith
Gregory Heannekirk
Hawley and Elaine Boyce
Hector and Elvira Morales
Herbert and Jean Lester
Jack and Judy Kirby
Jacquelyn Landreth
James and Margaret Amato
James and Patricia McGinn
Jane Scaccetti
Janneke Straub
Jeffrey White
Jenna Green 
Jessica Hariston
Jesus Diaz
Jesus Polanco
Joon Kim
Jorge Bonilla
Jorge Guerrero and Christian 
Morales
Joseph Cirelli
Kara Schedler
Kathy Downs
Keren Diaz
Keyanna Maldanado
Kristin Riego
Kym M. Waisbrot
Lane Walsh
Lani Guerrero and Christina 
Morales
Lauren Fritzenger
Lawrence and Therese Novak
Leslie Graham
Lillian Guarino
Lilly Lopez
Linnea Reames-Weimer
Liseth Alvarez
Louis and Judith McClary
Luanne Morgan

Lynnie Weinstein
Margaret Durkin
Maria Kornet Mary Diage
Martha Lopez 
Mary Kotzman
Mary McPherson
Mary Ann Odell
Mary Rodee
Mary Willett
Connie Jo  Haney
Michael Martinez
Mike & Leslie De Los Santos
Mr. and Mrs. J. Joseph Lally
Nakamura Cayleen
Patricia Oster
Patricia Smith
Pat Carter
Paul and Charlene Vert
Paul and June Bilgore
Pedro and Francisca Morales
Phoenix Delgado
Rahul B. Shah
Randall and Judy Wenker
Raquel Retana
Raymond and Tracy Arthur
Renee Zajac
Richard Dinger
Richard Kitick
Rick Levitz and Mike Kesner
Robert Robles
Rosa Chavez
Rosio Vives
Roy Francis
Ruth Depieri
Ruth L. Eliel and Bill Cooney
Sally Mosher
Santiago and Julia Aponte
Santiago Solutions Group Inc.
Scott and Lisa Stegell
Scott Bridges
Sherwood and Cynthia 
Strohm
Shirley Goldsmith
Stephen and Nadine Tapp
Susan Allison
Susan Smith
Teresita Ortega
Thomas Foley
Thomas and Janice Hinds III
Thomas and Jeanne Miller
Thomas and Paula Agan
Tina Debellis
Tomas Rios
United Latino Fund
Wanda Green
Wendy Cheng 
Whittier Uptown Association
William & Kathleen Rountree
Yamilette Duarte
Yolanda Mosqueda



FINANCIAL REPORT

Statement of Financial Position   Statement of Activities   
For the year ended July 31, 2012    For the year ended July 31, 2012   
(Audited by Meadows & Fries, CPA)    (Audited by Meadows & Fries, CPA)   
         
Assets        Support and Revenue   
Cash & Cash Equivalents  $480,111   Program Fees    $364,724 
Investments    $590,600   Government Grants   $27,850 
Promises to give, long term.  $174,700   Corporations / Foundations  $142,444 
Prepaid Expenses & Other  $9,902    Individuals    $80,166 
Property & Equip. Less Accumulated    Special Events     $93,941 
Depreciation     $1,233,331   Interest & Dividends   $5,771 
  Total assets    $2,488,644   Total Support and Revenue  $714,896 
         
Liabilities and Net Assets     Expenses   
Current Liabilities    $76,070   Program Services   $583,247 
Unrestricted Net Assets  $1,308,223   Management & General  $57,512 
Temporarily restricted net assets $1,104,351   Fundraising    $29,232 
 Total liabilities & Net Assets $2,488,644   Depreciation    $9,765 
        Total Expenses   $679,756 
         
      
        Net Assets, Beginning of Year  $2,377,434 
        Change In Net Assets   $35,140 
        Net Assets, End of Year  $2,412,574 

JACK GARD MUSIC WINNERS

The recital hall echoed with the vibrant 
and virtuoso sounds of our talented 

musicians, as the 2012 Jack Gard Mu-
sic Competition took    center stage on 

Sunday, April 29th. Student instrumental-
ists in piano, voice, guitar, strings, and 
percussion entered in both junior and 

senior divisions in hope of competing in 
the finals round and a chance to win a 

first prize, one-year music scholarship in 
instrumental lessons. Participants show-

cased their musical talents by performing 
before a panel of judges with a repertoire 

that showcased versatility in their craft. 
One to two finalists were chosen in each 

instrumental category of each age divi-
sion, advancing to the finals round held 
on Thursday May 3rd. During the finals 

round, performers are afforded the oppor-
tunity to perform before a distinguished 
panel of guests, as well as a live audience 
and the winners are pictured to the left. 



Dear Friends of Youth Arts Education -

Eleven year old Lani Morales peaks around the huge cello that eclipses her small 
frame and searches the audience for the proud faces of her parents. For her and 
countless others, LAMusArt is the place where the arts come alive and creativity 

abounds. It is a much welcomed counterweight to the tough urban environment that 
surrounds the school. 

Few arts education organizations have LAMusArt’s rich 67 year history of service and 
investment in the East Los Angeles community or tradition, of consistency and fiscal 
strength amidst difficult economic times. As our economy struggles, our staff and board 
of directors drive and commitment is resolute, and our dedication to the children of our 
community has never been stronger. The many changes and challenges have strength-
ened our resolve to work harder and more efficiently in pursuit of resources to make 
LAMusArt the finest in arts education. Many critical partnerships, financial contribu-
tions and support have provided much needed arts education to youth. I would like 
to thank our donors, contributors, parents, staff, and board of directors for their hard 
work and unfailing commitment. Improving a child like Lani Morales’ self-esteem, con-
fidence and overall sense of worth has a multiplier effect in the immediate family and in 
the community and I hope we can continue this work together.

Dr. Efraín Garza Fuentes
LAMusArt Board President
Director of Multi Cultural Programs, The Walt Disney Company

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

ISELA SOTELO 
Executive Director

ERIC GULLET
Business Manager

ALISA DE LOS SANTOS 
Development Associate 

MANUEL PRIETO 
Marketing Associate

ANGIE SANON
Office Manager

ALEX CRUZ 
Administrative Assistant 

ZAIRA MELARA 
Administrative Assistant



“Studying at 
LAMusArt 
was more 

than learning a craft 
but discovering a 
passion. After study-
ing classical guitar 
I became passion-
ate for composing. 
I went to college to 
study composition 
and now I write 
music for film and 
television.”

CREATIVE PATHS, CREATIVE FUTURES: Beyond LAMusArt

Maira Solis
Occidental College 

Political Science/Music, Class of 2015
“Prior to attending LAMusArt, I was very shy and was not involved in activities. 
During my time there, I was part of the choral ensemble as well as the chamber 

orchestra. I was able to perform in many interesting events and made friends 
along the way. LAMusArt helped me not only to develop my musical skills, but 

helped me become a more confident person.”

Coreen Ruiz
La Salle University
Communication, Class of 2014
“LAMusArt definitely helped me be a more outgoing and organized person. 
I believe that being involved in Music and in the Arts is helpful in more ways 
than just helping a person be musically inclined. The arts helps people step out 
of their shell and their comfort zone and these are all skills that are needed for 
college.”

Joaquin Lopez
University of California Berkeley 
English/Classics Minor, Class of 2014
“The program, which endorsed creative thinking and cooperative learning through 
visual arts and music classes, allowed me to early on appreciate the importance of art 
in the growth and development in children, especially those from communities that 
are typically ignored by federal arts programs. Later, as a counselor at LAMusArt’s 
summer program, I developed a keen interest for education and the facilitation of 
child development through art, music, and visual performance. LAMusArt gave me 
the self-confidence I needed to chase goals like university education and the pursuit 
of a future career. I hope to give back as much as possible to the program that helped 
me become the person I am today.”

Eli Vargas 
University of Southern California 
Class of 2015

“I have studied at LA-
MusArt for the past 
ten years and as a reult 

many doors have been opened    
           to pursue my vocal perfor 
             mance endeavors.”

Jason Castillo 
Berklee College of Music

Class of 2012



MUSIC
ALVAREZ, VINCENT-  GUITAR
ANTONIAN, ANNA-  VIOLIN
COOK, HOLLY- TRUMPET
CRANE, MICHAEL- PIANO
ENRIQUEZ, RAPHAEL- VOICE
ESCOBAR, DANIEL- WOODWINDS
GILLESPIE, MEGAN- VOICE
GOLD, ERIC- DRUMS
HOBER, JAMES- GUITAR
MALOOF, TOMOTHY-VIOLIN
MCEVIELLY, TOM- VIOLIN
MOORE, CHRIS- DRUMS
RAWLINS, MARISA- CHOIR
RISEMBERG, BRIDGET- GUITAR
RISI, PETE- GUITAR
ROGERS, JOHN- PIANO
RUBIN, GIDEON- PIANO, ORCHESTRA
STEIN, DEREK, CELLO
ZADOR, ANDREW- PIANO

ART
ALTAMIRANO, ERICK 
DUARTE, YAMI

All instructors in the LAMusArt Fami-
ly and have extensive educational and 
teaching experience, holding degrees 

from local universities, music conservatories, and 
visual arts schools.

OUR INSTRUCTORS DANCE
CHAPARRO, JENNY-  BALLET
LOZANO, JOHANNA- BALLET
MCLEOD, APRIL- BALLET
SOTO, JACQUELINE-HIP HOP

DRAMA
PRIETO, MANUEL
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